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the contractility of the elevating muscles and tBe weight
of the lower jaw. If this equilibrium is destroyed by the
action of the muscles being too strong, the raised position
will still be maintained, and the teeth merely pressed
more tightly against each other. If, however, the
muscular action is too weak, and equilibrium, conse-
quently destroyed by the weight, the lower jaw drops.
Thus a depressed lower jaw, and therefore open mouth,
may be regarded as a sure sign of general weakness, or
of temporal paralysis caused by fright, astonishment,
etc. It is upon this fact that the common expression
" gaping with astonishment" is founded. It appears,
therefore, that the weight of the lower jaw is quite
sufficient to account for the opening of the mouth, and
it only remains to be proved whether we have it in our
power to call this weight into action. We can, of course,
only do so by putting an end to the state of muscular
contraction. There is, indeed, no doubt that we are
able by an effort of the will to relax those muscles which
are in a state of active contraction, but how this process
is accomplished it is difficult to say. It is not im-
probable that the cause of this Contraction arises from
some unconscious psychical action upon the motor
nerves, and therefore the state of the mind finds expres-
sion in the bearing of the whole person which is due to
general muscular contractility; the character of this
bearing, especially in the face, gives, therefore, some idea
of the mental life of a person. This being so, it seems
as natural that we should be able to exercise an in-
fluence upon this contractility as that we should be able
to arrest any voluntary muscular contraction. We
cannot continue this discussion here, but must be satis-
fied with knowing that we have it in our power, when
we wish to open the mouth', to destroy the equilibrium